
 

 

There are various reasons why people enter the teaching profession, and each reason is as 

unique as the next person. Personally, there are several reasons for which I want to enter this 

noble profession. The first and most valid reason for me is the influence that teachers have on the 

lives of their students. As a young girl growing up, I passed through a whole lot of teachers 

whom I strongly believed influenced who I am today. There were times in my life when home 

wasn’t the safe haven that it was meant to be. Those were terrible days and I wouldn’t have made 

it and become the person that I am today if it wasn’t for teachers that took time from all the 

workload to talk to a student, me, and see the good in me that nobody else ever saw. Looking 

back on those days, I realized that even more than parents, teachers have a whole lot of influence 

over who and what their students end up to be. I also realized that teachers can use this influence 

either positively or negatively; there and then I made up my mind to become a teacher. As a 

teacher, I want to use this influence positively to change the trend of events for students who 

come from broken and abusive homes. I want my classroom to be a place where children will 

come not only to learn head knowledge but also to love and be loved; to know that they are 

treasured and that when they look back a few years later, they can realized as I did that their lives 
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are a little better because they passed through my classroom. I want them to realize that teachers 

are angels that inspired the lives of their students. 

Another reason why I want to become a teacher is because of the needs in the educational 

sector of Liberia. Liberia’s educational sector is one of the worst in the world, and I personally 

attribute this to the numerous years of civil crisis. The classrooms in post war Liberia have 

become more like a business arena than a place of learning. We find people calling themselves 

teachers exchanging grades for money and sex and what is really discouraging is that the 

students are the worst victims, especially females. During the Liberian civil war, we saw our 

mothers and sisters being mishandled and abused in all sorts of humiliating manner. Now that the 

war is over and the community of nations are helping us put back our shattered lives, it pains me 

greatly to see women still being taken advantaged of especially in the classroom which should be 

a place of stability. It is because of this burning desire to change things that I want to become a 

teacher. I believe that nothing satisfies teachers more, then to see a life fulfilled through them. 

There are several challenges that I see in becoming a teacher. One of the most serious 

that I have taken into consideration is the issue of my age and gender. Since the civil war, we 

find students that are much older for their classes and I think that classroom management is 

going to be somewhat difficult for me. These kids are still traumatized and seeing someone of 

their age group and especially a female is going to be difficult for them to accept. Another 

challenge is the issue of salary. Teachers are poorly compensated in Liberia (and around the 

world) considering the enormous task that they perform. Though I’m not going into the 

profession for the money, I think it is highly human to want to be paid a better salary for a job 

like teaching. Another major challenge of teachers in Liberia is the matter of teaching 



equipments. There are hardly any libraries in schools in the country, lest to talk about 

laboratories and computers. This is a challenge for both the students and the teachers.  

 

  


